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In this guide … 
 

 

I’ll tell you a little bit about Lima and its most famous neighborhoods. 

 

You will find information about food, restaurants, money exchange, transportation, Lima 
airport, how to use your smartphone, electricity in Peru, places to visit, local business 
customs and useful Spanish phrases. 

 

Let’s start. 

 

  



 
 
 
 
Lima, the capital of Peru, is in the central coastal part of the country, overlooking the Pacific 
Ocean. 

Depending of the month of the year you’re going, you will find: summer runs from December to 
April and winter runs from May to November.  Choose your clothes appropriately since Lima is a 
very humid city and has a variety of microclimates; however, it doesn’t rain very often. 

 

Lima is rich in all aspects of Peruvian culture.  It has impressive colonial architecture 
intermingled among imposing modern constructions, There are very diverse neighborhoods, 
some of which are located adjacent to the coast so you can enjoy the beauty of the ocean as well 
as breathtaking sunrises and sunsets, fabulous museums and galleries and of course, its world 
famous exquisite cuisine.; In Lima poverty and wealth co-exist and it’s home to 8 million people, 
mostly Peruvians from all over the country.  

 

 

 

 

Lima 



 

 

(Peru has one time zone: GMT -5, like EST time) 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

For Citizens of most American and Western European countries, the entry into Peru does 
not require a tourist visa. The maximum period of stay granted by the authorities is  90 or 
180 days (it depends of the country where you come from).  

For longer periods of time for other purposes (business, study, work, etc.) it is necessary to 
apply for the corresponding visa at a Peruvian consulate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Documents required 



 

 

 

Jorge Chávez International Airport is located in El Callao, which is also the main port of Perú and 
it’s one of the most modern airports in Latin America. The airport is approximately 11 km from 
downtown Lima and 17 km from San Isidro/Miraflores.  Keep in mind that during the rush hour 
it can take an hour to reach these destinations. 
 
Tip: Never leave your belongings unattended. 
 
There is a hotel within the airport: Costa del Sol Ramada, located just across the main arrival 
terminal.  It has a perfect location if you have a long layover or if you need an overnight stay. 

Need a Wi-Fi connection? 

The airport offers free Wi-Fi internet access but a times it can be very slow.  Instead, try the 
complimentary Wi-Fi offered by Starbucks on the second floor. 

 

Inside the airport you will find a couple of ATMs and a couple of counters for money exchange.   
It’s a good idea to only exchange the necessary amount of money for a taxi or that you will need 
for spending during the day because the exchange rate there is not as favorable as it is once you 
get to your destination.   

Lima airport 

http://www.lap.com.pe/lap_portal/ingles/
http://www.costadelsolperu.com/peru/hotels/lima/


 

Leaving Jorge Chávez International Airport 

You have 3 recommended, safe options:  You can pre-arrange a pick-up with the hotel with 
which you’re staying (this can be expensive), order a private taxi service or get a pick up from 
someone you already know.   

To get a taxi service inside the airport go to one of the counters of these companies as you exit 
customs.  They have the prices listed so you will know ahead of time what you will be paying.  
They can be a bit on the expensive side but they are licensed and official.    I recommend Taxi 
Green, but the other ones are good too.  Try to avoid people who attempt to solicit you as you 
exit baggage claim.  They could bring you to unlicensed drivers and may not be safe. 

 

Also, four major car rental companies have their counters in the airport: Budget, Hertz, Dollar 
Rent-a-Car and Avis.  I advise you not to rent a car unless you have already driven in Lima 
before.  Traffic in Lima is quite difficult to manage, as many drivers do not follow any of the 
driving rules.  It is much safer, easier and less stressful to get a taxi. 

 

Tip: You can buy a lot of gifts and souvenirs in the airport.  Just keep in mind that they are much 
more expensive there and you will likely find the same merchandise in the main shopping areas 
of the city.   

 

http://www.lap.com.pe/lap_portal/ingles/
http://www.lap.com.pe/lap_portal/ingles/taxis.html
http://www.taxigreen.com.pe/drupal/
http://www.taxigreen.com.pe/drupal/


 

 

 

There are different options for getting around in Lima: taxi (cab), metro, a bus system called 
Metropolitano and smaller buses called “micros” and “combis”. 

(Before crossing the street, make sure you look both ways more than one time). 

 

Hailing a taxi on the street is fairly easy, but there have been incidents of assault and robbery as 
street taxis are unregulated by the government.  Likewise, many of them will attempt to 
overcharge inexperienced tourists.  It is always safer to have your hotel hail a cab for you, or the 
restaurant you are dining at call ahead and order one for you.   

I recommend doing what Peruvians do: negotiate the fare before getting into the car as Peru 
doesn’t have a taxi meter system.  The concierge at your hotel should be able to help you gauge 
how much your fare should be and that will arm you with some negotiating leverage to ensure 
you do not get taken advantage of.    My advice: try to avoid taking street taxis unless you’ve 
been in Lima, at least a couple of times, and feel comfortable doing it. 

 

Other safer ways to get a taxi include calling a taxi company by phone or using an app.  They 
offer fixed prices but you would need to call them at least 30 minutes in advance so you can get 

Transportation 



the taxi right on time.  The app will send a taxi much faster and will show you the name of the 
driver, cellphone number and type of car; this information can vary between the different apps.  
You can read some reviews here. 

 

Here you have a list of taxi companies: 

 Cabify  - phone:  +51 (1) 256 6552 

 Uber, Smartaxi, Taxibeat – download app    

 Tata taxi - phone: +51 (1) 274-5151 

 Taxi Lima - phone: +51 (1) 213-5050 

 Taxi Satelital - phone: +51 (1) 274-5151 (you can call them or use the app) 

 Taxi Seguro - phone: +51 (1) 241 9292  

 

Tip: it’s better to pay with an amount of money close to the fare.  In addition, you should place 
your luggage inside the locked trunk.  Smaller items like handbags, backpacks, cameras, laptops, 
etc. should be placed on the floor, not next to you on the seat.   Thieves have been known to 
smash car windows at traffic lights to steal visible items. 

 

  

http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowTopic-g294316-i819-k6024160-Taxi_in_Lima_My_recent_experience-Lima_Lima_Region.html
http://www.cabify.pe/es/home
https://www.uber.com/cities/lima
http://www.smartaxi.pe/nosotros.php
http://taxibeat.com.pe/
http://tata-taxis.com/
http://taxilima.com.pe/
http://3555555satelital.com/
http://www.taxisegurolima.com/taxi-seguro/


 

      

 

"Nuevo Sol" (S/.) is the official currency of Peru. 

You will find several places to exchange money called “Casa de Cambio” or people on the street 
called “cambistas.” You will recognize them by their colored vests. They are usually on street 
corners and near banks and offer a slightly better rate than banks do.  You have to be careful 
though.  Don’t flash your money if you’re in the street.  If you need to exchange money with them 
do it in small amounts. 

 

(Always count your money before you leave.) 

 

Currency and money exchange 



 

Tip: You can use American dollars in almost every supermarket, hotel and some stores; just 
make sure they are in pristine shape because they can be rejected. Simply ask the rate the 
establishment offers if you decide to pay with dollars.   

 



You will find ATMs almost everywhere in the city.  I advise you to withdraw money from an ATM 
inside a bank as opposed to the ones out on the street, especially at night.  It’s worth the time to 
be a little cautious. 

Globalnet ATM accepts all types of cards.  It charges 5.50 USD as fee per withdraw that apply to 
every type of card. 

 

Tip: It's best to check what international withdrawal fees apply to your card before you travel so 
you won’t run into any surprises.  

 

If you have high nomination bills (200, 100 or 50 soles) it’s better to use them to pay for things 
at a restaurant, supermarket, stores or go to the bank and ask them to give you change.  Try not 
to pay for taxis or something else out in the street with those bills (snacks, items, etc.)because 
they might not have change to give you back. 

 

Before you use your credit card ask what type of credit cards the establishment accepts.  Also, 
make sure you have your ID or passport with you because you will be asked to show it in order 
to verify your identity.  I advise you to always keep your eye on your credit card every time you 
use it because it can be easily cloned or copied.  It’s better to be cautious. 

In case your credit card is stolen or you lose it, make a call to your bank or issuer and cancel 
immediately.  

http://www.globalnet.com.pe/english/about-us-global-net


 

  

 

The electrical system in Peru is 220 Volts, 60 Hz. 

For any appliance you’re planning to take with you, check if it can safely take 220 Volts (some 
are dual voltage); otherwise, you’ll need to buy a voltage converter.  

 

You will find 3 types of electrical outlets in Peru. One accepts two-pronged plugs with flat, 
parallel blades, the second accepts plugs with two round prongs and the third one accepts plugs 
with three prongs.  Just in case, it is highly recommended that buy a universal plug adapter 
before your trip. 

 

                                                                             

 

Voltage and outlets 

http://goeurope.about.com/od/electricityineurope/tp/power_adapters.htm


 

 

 

 

Do you want to use your smartphone in Peru? 

First, check if your mobile plan includes free-of-charge international roaming.   

If it doesn’t, check if you have a GSM and unlocked phone to buy a pre-paid SIM card from 
Movistar, Claro, Entel or Bitel retail stores for S/.10 (3 USD) or S/.15 (5 USD) and add credit to 
make the calls. 

If you can’t use your smartphone but need to communicate, you can buy a really cheap cell 
phone, with the same companies, and choose for a pre-paid plan.  You will find more information 
here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cell phones 

http://www.t-mobile.com/optional-services/roaming.html
http://tiendaonline.movistar.com.pe/smartphones
http://www.claro.com.pe/wps/portal/pe/sc/personas/movil
http://www.entel.pe/personas/internet/planes-prepago/
http://www.bitel.com.pe/mobile/prepago.html
http://www.lan.com/onlyinsouthamerica/cell-phones-sim-cards-staying-connected-peru/


 

 

 

 

You will find different types of accommodations in Lima: hotels, inns, hostels, apartments, and 
much more.    

Several international hotel chains such as Marriot, Sheraton, Best Western, Melia, Swissotel, 
Doubletree, as well as Peruvian hotel chains such as Aranwa, Casa Andina, Costa del Sol, 
Inkaterra, Sonesta Posadas del Inca and Tierra Viva are found in Peru. 

You can book them in Tripadvisor.com, Booking.com, Hotels.com, Airbnb.com and Urbania.pe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where to stay 

http://www.tripadvisor.com/
http://www.booking.com/
http://www.hotels.com/
http://www.airbnb.com/
http://urbania.pe/


 

 

 

Lima is not only the principal city of Peru, but the gastronomical capital of the country as well. 
Peruvians are known for our fabulous food, using a wide range and variety of ingredients from 
the coast, high land and Amazon regions, and there are a lot of restaurants to list in just one 
document, though you can read consumer reviews for several of them here.  Some of the 
restaurants included are listed in the 50 best restaurants in Latin America.  The first 2 are 
Peruvian restaurants: Central (in Miraflores) and Astrid & Gastón located in the precious Casa 
Hacienda Moreyra.  This restaurant is one of several owned by Gaston Acurio, the most 
celebrated Peruvian chef and the person who made our food famous overseas. 

 

Food and restaurants 

http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurants-g294316-Lima_Lima_Region.html
http://www.theworlds50best.com/latinamerica/en
http://centralrestaurante.com.pe/en/
http://www.astridygaston.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/gaston-acurio-south-americas-super-chef/2014/07/23/2f7f05bd-a50b-4142-a5c3-b3206f216eac_story.html


Atrapalo.pe, Degusta.com.pe and Restorando are websites where you can find more restaurants. 
You can filter your search by location or the type of food you would like to eat. 

 

If I were to ask you what our best known dish is you would say……..Ceviche! And you would be 
right!  Ceviche is a food typically found on the coast. It’s raw fish marinated in lime with onions, 
sweet potatoes and corn. Trust me, you need to try it at least once in your life and it’s best to 
have during the day!    

Tip: “Limeños” are used to eating ceviche only during the day, because it means that the fish is 
fresh. 

 

http://www.atrapalo.pe/restaurantes/home_lima_2361.html
https://www.degusta.com.pe/
http://lima.restorando.com.pe/


 

Don’t forget to try all the varieties of fruits Peru offers, specially “lúcuma”, also called "eggfruit", 
“guanábana”, “cocona” and “pacay”; cereals like “quinua”, “kiwicha”, chilli pepper like “ají 
Amarillo”, more than 2,000 varieties of potatoes (shapes and colors), different varieties of corn 
(including the purple one), “maca”, different kinds of vegetables like “caigua” and much more.   

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eggfruit


Since we have a lot of typical dishes from the coast, the high hills and the jungle part of the 
country, I’ve provided you with a short list with the most famous ones in this post made by 
National Geographic. 

 

Peru’s typical beverages are “chicha morada,” a non-alcoholic drink made of purple corn and 
“chicha de jora” a fermented alcoholic beverage mostly made in the high hills of Peru. 

Also, Peru has a local soda called “Inca Kola” which is a source of national pride and patriotism. 
Peruvians usually have this on the table along with traditional foods. 

 

Tip: never drink tap water unless it is boiled, or instead  buy bottled water.  Don’t buy food from 
street vendors either.  It is a good idea to bring medicine for diarrhea (just in case).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://travel.nationalgeographic.com/travel/top-10/peru/machu-picchu/food-drink/#page=1


 

 

 

Lima has several neighborhoods called “distritos”.  

Barranco, Miraflores, San Isidro and Cercado de Lima are among the most well known for 
business, where to stay and tourism. 

 

 

Barranco 

Barranco is a small district by the coast, situated between Miraflores and Chorrillos.  It is known 
to be the traditional Bohemian district of the city.  

Here you will find restaurants (a few by the coast), art galleries (found mostly around the main 
Plaza), bars, taverns, and “Peñas” where one can enjoy Peruvian music shows. 

 

Peña del Carajo, De Rompe y Raja and La Candelaria are entertainment places with live shows 
featuring traditional Peruvian music called “música criolla” (creole music).  People go there in 
groups to enjoy the music and dancing so bring your friends and enjoy a fun night watching 
Afro-Peruvian shows, listening Peruvian Valses and dancing to different kinds of music (some 

Neighborhoods 

http://www.barrancoperu.com/en/
http://www.delcarajo.com.pe/lima
http://www.derompeyraja.pe/
http://www.lacandelariaperu.com/home.php


reviews here).  Also, in La Candelaria you will enjoy watching folk dances performed by 
professional groups wearing traditional costumes. Read more reviews here. 

 

Other places to stroll around that also offer great views of the ocean are “El Mirador“, “El 
Malecón”, “Puente de los Suspiros“ or Bridge of Sighs and “Parque Municipal de Barranco” or the 
Municipal Park of Barranco.  All of them are conveniently located near the main Plaza.  Read 
some reviews here. 

 

 

http://www.tripadvisor.ca/Attraction_Review-g294316-d1009879-Reviews-Pena_del_Carajo-Lima_Lima_Region.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g294316-d2286978-Reviews-La_Candelaria-Lima_Lima_Region.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g294316-d548265-Reviews-Barranco-Lima_Lima_Region.html


Barranco has many big houses built in the Colonial and Republican style called "casonas.", and 
are most beautiful to view from the street.  There is a walkway to the sea that runs through 
Barranco called “Bajada de los Baños,” literally translated as “drop of the baths.” Here you can 
enjoy the close proximity of the city to the sea and breathtaking sunsets. Along the way you will 
find several bars and restaurants.  Picas, is a restaurant and bar, or restobar, with good 
atmosphere, food and drinks.  Reviews here. 

 

A well-known restobar lounge is the highly recommended Ayahuasca, located in a beautiful 
“casona” called “Mansión Berninzon.” This house was built between 1875 and 1895 and the 
décor in the house is most impressive. While you are there you must try our national drink 
“pisco sour” and its variations.  Check out several reviews here.  Ayahuasca is located at Avenida 
Prolongación San Martin 130. 

 

Art galleries and museums: 

 MATE – Mario Testino museum exhibits Mario Testino’s photo collection. It is located at 
Pedro de Osma 409. 

 Pedro de Osma Museum has one of the best painting collections in Peru with pieces 
dating back to the 16th century.  It is located at Avenida Pedro de Osma 423. 

 Lucia de la Puente Art Gallery shows different modern Peruvian artist’s exhibitions. It is 
located at Paseo Sáenz Peña 206. 

http://www.picas.com.pe/
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g294316-d3786707-r233821004-Picas-Lima_Lima_Region.html#REVIEWS
http://ayahuascarestobar.com/
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g294316-d1977571-Reviews-Ayahuasca_bar-Lima_Lima_Region.html
http://mate.pe/
http://museopedrodeosma.org/en/index.php?id_idioma=1&m=2
http://www.gluciadelapuente.com/


 Museo de Arte Contemporáneo (MAC), at Avenida Grau 1511, is a contemporary art 
museum that shows a variety of exhibitions at different times. 

 

 

 

Miraflores 

Miraflores is known for its shopping areas, hotels, restaurants, cultural centers, parks and 
beaches and is very popular among tourists. 

 

 

http://www.maclima.pe/


 

Tip: you can take a walk along the beach during the day but it is not recommended you do so at 
night, as your safety is not guaranteed. The only people at the beach at night are those at the 
restaurants or in cars parked in some areas. 

 

A famous park, Parque Kennedy, is also known as Miraflores’s central plaza.  It regularly hosts 
flea markets, art exhibitions and a lot of cats!  

(If you want you can adopt one). 

 

Just one block away from Avenida Larco and Ovalo de Miraflores you will find Petit Thouars 
Avenue and several handcraft markets where you can buy any kind of souvenirs.  

Tip:  when buying things you will want to bargain, as it is a very common thing to do and 
expected by the proprietors. 

 

Larcomar is a shopping mall overlooking the Pacific coast.  Here you will find restaurants, stores, 
a food court, arcades, nightclubs, bars, a little Museum called “Sala Museo oro del Peru”, a 
theater, a cinema and a stunning view of the ocean and sunset. 

 

http://www.limaeasy.com/have-fun-in-lima/parks-gardens-lima/parque-kennedy-parque-central
http://www.larcomar.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_ocean


Cultural Centers offer different art and entertainment options like music recitals, dance 
performances and art exhibits.  Check out at their calendars for scheduled events. 

 

 Centro Cultural Ricardo Palma at Avenida Larco 770 

 Centro Cultural Británico at Calle Bellavista 531 

 ICPNA at Avenida Angamos Oeste 160 

 Alianza Francesa at Avenida Arequipa 4595  

 

Lima has several historical ruins known locally as huacas.  Huaca Pucllana (Pucllana temple) is 
an archeological attraction in the heart of Miraflores. It features a ceremonial center made of 
adobe and clay.  You can visit it day or night and if you’re hungry after the tour, there’s a 
restaurant with the same name, Huaca Pucllana, right next to it.  It’s located at General Borgoño 
cuadra 8. 

 

If you’re looking to have a drink after work (like our delicious Pisco Sour), eat something, hang 
out with your friends/partner or go dancing, there are several bars and clubs you can visit in 
Miraflores such as:  

 Art Deco lounge at Manuel Bonilla 227.  

 Aura in Larcomar.  

http://www.miraflores.gob.pe/_contenTempl1.asp?idpadre=4960&idhijo=5241&idcontenido=5242
http://centrocultural.britanico.edu.pe/Agenda_Cultural.aspx
http://cultural.icpna.edu.pe/presentacion/
http://cultural.alianzafrancesa.org.pe/
http://huacapucllanamiraflores.pe/english/
http://www.resthuacapucllana.com/en/
http://artdecolounge.com/
http://www.aura.com.pe/aura_larcomar/index.html#pgInicio


 Huaringas at Calle Bolognesi 472 (next to Brujas de Cachiche restaurant) famous for its 
Pisco Sour and all the different sours they offer. 

 Bizarro bar at Calle Francisco de Paula Camino 220.  

 La Esquina Wine Bar at Calle Berlín 920 where, of course, you will enjoy from a variety of 
wine. 

 

If you prefer to have an adventurous experience then you can do some paragliding off the cliffs 
of Miraflores (If you have a fear of heights this isn’t the activity for you).   

You will see people doing paragliding a few meters from Larcomar in Parque Antonio Raimondi. 
There you will find companies like Paragliding Peru, PeruFly, Fly Adventure or Aeroextreme 
offering tandem flights.   

Read what people are saying about this. 

http://huaringas.com/
http://www.brujasdecachiche.com.pe/
http://www.bizarrobar.com/
http://www.laesquina.com.pe/
http://www.paragliding-peru.com/es/vuelos-biplaza
http://www.perufly.com/
http://www.flyadventure.net/index.asp?idi=en
http://www.aeroxtreme.com/ingles/
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g294316-d1749012-Reviews-Aeroxtreme_Paragliding_School-Lima_Lima_Region.html


 

 

If you’re willing to see a little more of Lima, you can take a tour bus at Parque Kennedy called 
Mirabus.  It offers several different tour routes to see different places in Lima, day and night, 
including downtown Lima. 

 

 

http://www.mirabusperu.com/en/


San Isidro 

San Isidro is known as the financial district of Lima and its right next to Miraflores.  Many 
embassies and company head offices can be found here.   

If you’re traveling for business, chances are that you’re going to San Isidro. 

The high standard of living and all the company headquarters make San Isidro one of the most 
expensive districts in Lima 

 

In San Isidro you will find exclusive shops, mostly along Conquistadores street, excellent 
restaurants, inviting bars, cafes and of course many hotels.   

In addition, you will find unique colonial mansions and beautiful old houses from the beginning 
of the 20th century which once gave San Isidro its personality.  

 

This is a safe area to walk, especially around the park called “El Olivar” with its 500 year old 
olive trees. It also boasts one of the oldest golf courses in South America located next to the great 
Country Club Hotel. 

 

If you are an art enthusiast, I recommend you  visit Enlace-Arte contemporáneo and Vertice art 
galleries, which exhibit Peruvian and Latin American contemporary art. 

http://www.enlaceart.com/
http://www.galeria-vertice.com/


 

Looking to have a couple of drinks and something to eat?  

You can go to: 

 Bravo Restobar - try some of their listed cocktails and sours.  

 Bar Ingles – located in the Country Club Hotel at Los Eucaliptos 590; offers martinis and 
Pisco.   

 Oceanus Lounge – the bar located at Los Delfines Hotel y Casino; affords a spectacular 
view from beneath the water.  

 Malabar restobar - elected as one of the 50 best restaurants in Latin America owned by 
Pedro Miguel Schiaffino, not only offers delicious food but also the famous Pisco Punch. It 
is located at Camino Real 101. 

 

 

  

http://www.bravorestobar.com/
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g294316-d4277977-Reviews-Bar_Ingles-Lima_Lima_Region.html
http://www.losdelfineshotel.com/restaurants-lima-peru-es.html
http://malabar.com.pe/
http://www.theworlds50best.com/latinamerica/en/the-list/1-10/malabar.html
http://www.aracari.com/blog/malabar-restaurant-chef-pedro-schiaffino/


Cercado de Lima 

Cercado de Lima is known as the historic city center “Centro de Lima” or downtown Lima. 

There the streets are filled with great examples of Spanish colonial architecture, reminiscent of 
what was once called the “City of Kings.” The layout of the main streets, plazas, parks and old 
houses with their famous wooden balconies, are representative of the Viceroyalty and 
Republican eras.  

 

 

http://travelwritingpro.com/colonial-wooden-balconies-of-lima/


 

Within the historic city center you will find: 

Plaza Mayor or Plaza de Armas, the principal square where, in 1821, the Independence of Peru 
was proclaimed.  It’s surrounded by some of the major tourist attractions in Lima: the 
Government Palace, the Archbishop’s Palace, and La Catedral y su Museo de Arte Religioso 
(Religious Art Museum in the Cathedral of Lima).  

 

Plaza San Martin is named after José de San Martin, who was a hero in South America’s 
independence.  The square is surrounded by impressive buildings like the Gran Hotel Bolívar, 
famous for its “pisco sour catedral” (a strong, tall drink of pisco sour), Teatro Colón (recently 
refurbished) and several others. There are a few restaurants and bars around Plaza San Martin, 
like the bar ‘Bolivarcito’ where you can taste a great pisco sour as well. 

 

To get to downtown Lima you can travel by taxi or Metropolitano;  these buses connect the 
south with the north part of Lima.  If you like to walk, take this bus (you will need to buy a 5 
soles card and ask which station to get off). Each trip will cost 2.5 soles. 

 

Back in the 16th century, Lima was the financial and political heart of the Spanish colonies in 
South America as well as the primary religious center.  Lima is surrounded by many churches 
with beautiful architecture.  The principal one is the Cathedral. Another popular church with 

http://www.limaeasy.com/culture-guide/museums-lima/religious-art-museum-in-the-cathedral-of-lima
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g294316-d548262-Reviews-Plaza_San_Martin-Lima_Lima_Region.html
http://www.metropolitano.com.pe/


tourists is Convento de San Francisco de Asis (Saint Francis Monastery and Museum). Along with 
the church and monastery it also houses a library and catacombs.  It is located at Jr. Ancash with 
Jr. Lampa, near Plaza Mayor.  You can take a Mirabus tour to visit this church and other parts of 
Lima. 

 

Not everything in Lima is about its Spanish influenced architectural heritage.  Lima had a 
massive Chinese migration in the past that created China town or Barrio Chino, located at the 
east side of Centro de Lima.  In “Calle Capón” you will notice several Chinese restaurants known 
as “Chifa” as well as Chinese stores. Chinese-Peruvian style food is a must-try. Take a look at 
some reviews here.   

 

Other places to visit near Lima downtown: 

 Circuito mágico del agua (magic water circuit), located in “Parque de la Reserva”, 
showcases more than a dozen fountains that send water shooting into the air, 
choreographed to music and light.  You can go there by yourself or take a tour in the 
Mirabus by night.  It’s located at Avenida Petit Thouars and Jirón Madre de Dios. 

 

http://www.museocatacumbas.com/english/index_en.html
http://www.mirabusperu.com/en/bus-panoramic/lima-day/
http://vamosexpeditionsblog.wordpress.com/2014/03/11/a-visit-to-el-barrio-chino-or-the-china-town-in-lima-peru/
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g294316-d590997-r126657980-Barrio_Chino-Lima_Lima_Region.html
http://www.parquedelareserva.com.pe/en/circuit.php
http://www.mirabusperu.com/en/bus-panoramic/lima-night-and-magical-circuit-of-water/
http://www.mirabusperu.com/en/bus-panoramic/lima-night-and-magical-circuit-of-water/


                 

 

 Museo de Arte de Lima MALI (Lima art museum), is few blocks away from the magic 
water circuit.  Here you can see different Peruvian art collections from the past to the 
present day.  It’s located at Paseo Colón 125 – Parque de la Exposición. 

 Museo del Banco Central de Reserva (BCRP museum) is where you can appreciate 
archeological art and gold collections.  It’s located at Jr. Lampa with Jr. Ucayali. 

http://www.mali.pe/
http://www.limaeasy.com/culture-guide/museums-lima/the-lima-art-museum-mali
http://www.limaeasy.com/culture-guide/museums-lima/museum-of-the-central-reserve-bank


 Casa de Aliaga is the oldest residence in Peru inhabited continuously by the same family.  
It was built in the 16th century and is located at Jirón de La Unión 224.   You need to 
request a tour in advance if you want to visit.  Reviews here.           

 

Tip: regardless of the neighborhood, keep a close eye on your belongings. Never leave your bag 
or purse draped over the back of a chair as it provides easy access for thieves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.casadealiaga.com/en/
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g294316-d3461742-Reviews-Casa_de_Aliaga-Lima_Lima_Region.html


 

 

 

If you have time to visit more places in Lima you can go to: 

 

Isla Palomino in El Callao.   The gigantic rock formations are a natural refuge for a wide variety 
of animal life. You will find sea lions, birds such as pelicans and cormorants or Inca tern, and the 
famous Humboldt Penguin. 

Available tours at: 

 Mundo al día travel - mundoaldiatravel.com 
 Tours privados Lima - toursprivadoslima.com 
 Ecotravel Peru - ecotravelperu.net 
 Islas Palomino - islaspalomino.com 

 

Museo Fortaleza del Real Felipe was built over 250 years ago to defend the Peruvian coast and 
the harbor of Callao.  It is the biggest and most impressive of all fortresses that the Spanish 
Crown erected overseas.  It’s located at Plaza Independencia – Callao. 

 

Other places to visit 

http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g2042347-d3239570-Reviews-Islas_Palomino-Callao_Lima_Region.html
http://www.mundoaldiatravel.com/programa.asp?id=22
http://www.toursprivadoslima.com/city_tour_lima/tour_yate_islas_palomino.html
http://www.ecotravelperu.net/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=131:tour-en-yate-islas-palominos&catid=26:fulldays&Itemid=45
http://www.islaspalomino.com/
http://www.visitalima.pe/es/visita/museos/item/350-museo-fortaleza-real-felipe


 

 

Cementerio Presbítero Maestro (Presbitero Maestro Cemetery) was built between 1805 and 
1808. In this impressive and beautiful historical sanctuary you will appreciate the architectural 
styles of the mausoleums.  A recommended tour is during the night with the Mirabus tour from 
Miraflores or Haku tours, though they can be expensive.  You will find some reviews here. 

 

Museo Nicolini exhibits Jorge Nicolini’s private car collection. It has 120 cars manufactured 
between 1901 and 1973 and is located at Avenida La Molina cuadra 37 Urb. Sol de La Molina. 

 

http://www.mirabusperu.com/en/bus-panoramic/tour-master-presbyter-cemetery/
http://www.hakutours.com/cemetary.php
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g294316-d1837701-Reviews-Presbitero_Maestro-Lima_Lima_Region.html
http://www.limaeasy.com/culture-guide/museums-lima/vintage-cars-museum-nicolini


Museo de la Nación  exhibits archeological and art collections; located at Avenida Javier Prado 
Este 2465, San Borja. 

 

Museo Nacional Arqueología, Antropología e Historia Perú (National Museum of the 
Archaeology, Anthropology, and History of Peru), is the largest and oldest museum in Peru.  It’s 
located at Avenida Bolívar s/n Pueblo Libre (altura cuadra 8 Gral Vivanco, frente a la 
Municipalidad).  Reviews here. 

 

Museo Larco features the finest gold and silver collection from Ancient Peru and a famous erotic 
archaeological collection.  It’s located at Avenida Simón Bolivar 1515, Pueblo Libre. 

 

Brisas del Titicaca is an entertainment place where you can have a good time watching folk 
dances performed by a group of professional dancers.  Reviews here. 

 

If you are an adventurous person then you can take up surfing lessons.  Lima offers surfing along 
its several beaches.  Miraflores is well known for its surfing for beginners.  You will find several 
surf schools there like Pukana Surf, Lima Surf School and Waterways.  Surfers with more 
experience go to the south of Lima to Punta Hermosa beach. 

 

http://www.limaeasy.com/culture-guide/museums-lima/the-museum-of-the-nation
http://www.limaeasy.com/culture-guide/museums-lima/national-museum-archaeology-anthropology-and-history
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peru
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g294316-d316228-Reviews-National_Museum_of_Archaeology_Anthropology_and_History-Lima_Lima_Region.html
http://www.museolarco.org/en/
http://www.brisasdeltiticaca.com/noches_de_folclor.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g294316-d678014-Reviews-La_Asociacion_Cultural_Brisas_del_Titicaca-Lima_Lima_Region.html
http://pukanasurf.com/
http://www.limasurfschool.com/#!clases-de-surf-miraflores-/c1g4a
http://waterwaystravel.com/surf_el_salvador/miraflores/


To read more information about tourism in Peru visit its official travel and tourism portal: 
http://www.peru.travel/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Need some information for your business meetings? 

 Peruvians value neat and elegant business clothing so dress formal.  Also several 
companies employ a casual Friday policy.   

 It is essential to know that there is such a thing as Peruvian time (hora peruana).  This 
means that Peruvians will often come at least half an hour later than the scheduled time.  
This is not always the case for business meetings, but I advise you to always confirm 
your appointments a day or even hours before it is to take place.  

 People will address you as señor, señora or usted which express respect and formality. 
 Formal greetings will be shaking hands but some people may greet you with a kiss on the 

cheek (our traditional greeting). 
 You may want to know the public holidays in Peru.  

Local business customs 

http://www.peru.travel/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_holidays_in_Peru


 

 

 

 

Take a look at some basic phrases in Spanish to help you to communicate with local people and 
some phrases to use during your trip. 

 
   

At the airport 

¿Dónde recojo mi equipaje?     Where do I pick up my luggage? 

Tengo 2 maletas I have 2 bags 

¿Dónde está el mostrador de 
taxis? 

Where can I find the taxi 
counter?  

¿Dónde está el mostrador de 
Delta? 

Where can i find Delta’s counter? 

Transportation 

¿Puede llamar un taxi por mí, por 
favor? 

Could you please call a taxi for 
me? 

Useful Spanish phrases 

http://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/spanish.php


¿Cuál es el precio al aeropuerto 
/hotel? 

How much is the fare to the 
airport /hotel? 

Por favor necesito un taxi para 
las 3pm. 

Please have a taxi here at 3 
o'clock. 

Voy a ….  I’m going to …  (address) 

Estoy hospedado en el hotel ABC.  I'm staying at ABC hotel 

At the hotel 

Tengo una reserva para …… 
I have a reservation under 
…(name) 

¿Dónde está el restaurant? Which way is the restaurant? 

¿Puede traer toallas extra, por 
favor? 

Could you please bring some 
extra towels? 

¿Acepta tarjeta de crédito? Do you take credit cards? 

Hay algún banco o ATM cerca?  
Is there a bank or ATM here or 
nearby? 

¿Hay servicio de lavandería 
disponible? 

Is there laundry service 
available? 

At the restaurant 



¿Podría traerme la carta, por 
favor? 

Could you please bring a menu? 

¿Cuál es su especialidad? What is your speciality? 

¿Cuál es el plato del día? What is the daily special? 

Quisiera ordenar una bebida / 
ensalada / postre 

I would like to order a drink / 
salad / dessert 

Me trae la cuenta, por favor? Could I have the check, please? 

Prohibido fumar No smoking 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, practice your Spanish!   

We would love to hear you trying to communicate with us in our own language and will help you 
to learn more. 

Thanks for Reading! 


